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By Christian Davis
C & G Sports Writer

FERNDALE — Auburn Hills Avondale senior Joe Kury had two goals coming into this
football season, and he accomplished one of them Sept. 25 at Ferndale High.

With 4:23 left in the first half, Kury scooped up a blocked punt and returned it 30 yards
for the score to make it 13-12, giving the Yellow Jackets a lead they wouldn’t give up.

“It felt good. It’s been a goal of mine for four years to score a touchdown,” Kury said
following the eventual 29-20 victory.

Early on, it looked like Ferndale’s night after Avondale failed to score on its first two
possessions of the game after having the ball deep in the Eagles’ zone. Meanwhile,
Ferndale made a special teams play of its own when senior Rian Thomas blocked a punt
and junior Jamarius McTear returned it 32 yards for a touchdown.

After a quick three-and-out for Avondale, Ferndale struck again when senior running
back Brandon Pittman scored from 9 yards out to make it 12-0 with 8:29 left in the half.

The Yellow Jackets responded on their next possession when sophomore quarterback
Mitch Robinson hit junior Trevon Salter on a hitch route for a 76-yard touchdown.

Kury’s score on the next possession gave Avondale the lead for good.

“They blocked the kick and made some good plays,” Ferndale coach Ryan Dunlap said.
“It’s frustrating, but we’re going to get back to work on Monday.”

A field goal by senior John Nofs, an 85-yard kick return by junior Tony Harris, and
another touchdown pass from Robinson — a 62-yard strike to senior running back D.J.
Lynch — ended the Yellow Jackets’ scoring.
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Ferndale got on the board again with 43 seconds left in the game when junior
quarterback Anthony Garland found senior receiver Fred Williams for a 20-yard
touchdown.

The win moves Avondale to 4-1 overall, 3-0 in the Oakland Activities Association Blue
Division. Ferndale moves to 2-3 overall, 2-2 in the Blue.

“This was huge, because we didn’t play well but we were able to finally put it together
after (being down) 12-0,” Avondale coach Steve Deutsch said. “I’m so proud of them.”

For Kury, there’s only one goal left.

“We didn’t want to go 3-2,” he said. “We want to go 8-1 and get a home playoft game.”

Avondale continues that quest against Bloomfield Hills Lahser at 7 p.m. Oct. 2 at
Lahser.

Ferndale plays Berkley High at 7 p.m. Oct. 2 at home.

You can reach Sports Writer Christian Davis at cdavis@candgnews.com or at (586)
498-1062.
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